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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 07019 111551Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

078377 111644Z/47 

O 111520Z NOV 77 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5580 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 

SECRET DAMASCUS 7019 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MOPS, LE, IS, US, PLO 
SUBJECT: SOUTH LEBANON 

REF: (A) STATE 269545, (B) JERUSALEM 1825 

1 . MET ACTING FONMIN AL-KHANI MORNING NOVEMBER 1 1 TO 
PROVIDE HIM SUBSTANCE OF ISRAELI RESPONSE (JERUSALEM 
REFTEL). HE TOOK CAREFUL NOTES. 

2. AL-KHANI, NORMALLY THE MOST RESTRAINED AND URBANE OF 
SYRIA'S SENIOR DIPLOMATS, SPOKE HARSHLY OF THE ISRAELI 
AIR RAIDS. HE FOUND PUBLIC U.S. COMMENTS ABOUT THE RAIDS 
TOO WEAK IN CRITICISM OF ISRAEL AND PREDICTED THAT ISRAEL 
WOULD INTERPRET OUR POSTURE AS ENCOURAGEMENT TO REPEAT THEIR 
ATTACK AT SIMILAR LEVEL OF 

DESTRUCTIVENESS GIVEN ANY FURTHER 
PROVOCATION. 

3. AL-KHANI THEN SAID HE WAS PARTICULARLY CONCERNED AT 
SECRET 
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HOW MUCH POWER TO UPSET EVENTS REMAIN IN THE HANDS OF "A 
FEW MAD MEN" SUCH AS MAJOR HADDAD. REPLIED, AS I HAD IN 
SIMILAR EXCHANGE WITH KHADDAM NOVEMBER 9, THAT THERE NO 
PROOF WHO HAD LAUNCHED THE KATYUSHA ROCKETS, ALTHOUGH WE 
ASSUMED IT WAS A PALESTINIAN GROUP. AS AMBASSADOR LEWIS' 

MESSAGE CLEAR. WE WERE URGING THE ISRAELIS EXERT 

MORE CONTROL OVER HADDAD AND HIS COLLEAGUES. ASKED IF WE 
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COULD EXPECT THE SAME OF THE PLO, AL-KHANI PROTESTED THE 
PLO WAS NOT IN POSITION TO CONTROL EVERY METER IN SOUTH 
LEBANON. I SAID IT NONETHELESS WOULD BE EXTREMELY USEFUL 
IN THE PRESENT ATMOSPHERE IF THE PLO MADE 
ITS POSITION CLEAR THAT IT OPPOSED INCIDENTS SUCH AS THE 
KATYUSHA ATTACKS ON NAHARIYYA AND CONTINUED TO SEEK RAPID 
IMPLEMENTATION OF SHTAURA AGREEMENT. 

4. ASSAD, I OBSERVED, HAD SPENT SIX HOURS YESTERDAY WITH 

ARAFAT FAHHOUM AND MEMBERS OF PLO EXCOM. REQUESTED I BE ADVISED 

WHAT POSITION THE PLO LEADERSHIP HAD TAKEN DURING THAT MEETING 

CONCERNING IMPLEMENTATION OF SHTAURA III. I ASSUMED THAT THE 

LATEST BORDER INCIDENTS HAD NOT CHANGED THE PRESIDENT'S 

ATTITUDE TOWARDS SHTAURA BUT I WAS NO MEANS SURE THAT 

THIS WAS THE CASE WITH THE PLO. ALGAKHANI SAID HE HAD 

NOT ATTENDED YESTERDAY S MEETING BUT WOULD ENDEAVOR TO GET ME A 

READING. (COMMENT: THE OTHER SYRIANS IDENTIFIED AS 

HAVING ATTENDED WITH ASSAD WERE KHADDAM. AIR FORCE CHIEF 

NAJI JAMIL AND COS SHIHABI. I AM TRYING TO CONTACT 

SHIHABI.) 

5. AL-KHANI SAID HE HAD TWO FURTHER OBSERVATIONS. THE 
INTENSITY OF THE ATTACK HAD THE POLITICAL AIM OF TERRORIZING 
THE CIVILIAN POPULATION AND FORCING EVACUATION OF THE 
TERRITORY ALONG THE SOUTHERN BORDER. THE NOV 9 RAIDS 
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WERE BUT THE LATEST MANIFESTATION OF ISRAELI TACTICS BEGUN 
AT DEIR YASIN AND CONTINUED DURING THE 1948 AND 1967 WARS 
AIMED AT CLEARING TERRITORY FOR EVENTUAL ISRAELI OCCUPATION. 

I SAID THERE IO EVIDENCE WHATSOEVER THIS WAS THE 
ISRAELI INTENTION; AS I HAD JUST RECOUNTED TO HIM. BEGIN 
HAD FIRMLY ASSURED US ISRAEL DOES 
NOT RPT NOT WANT 

LEBANESE TERRITORY. AL-KHANI REPLIED WE SHOULD NOT ACCEPT 
SUCH ASSURANCES AT FACE VALUE. 

6. SECONDLY, AL-KHANI OBSERVED, THE ISRAELI BOMBINGS 
WOULD ADVERSELY INFLUENCE ANY ARAB LEADER CONTEMPLATING 
ATTENDING GENEVA CONFERENCE. ISRAELI RESPONSE TO WHAT WAS 
OBVIOUSLY SMALL PROVOCATION STAGED BY INDIVIDUALS, OR AT 
MOST BY A FRINGE ELEMENT, HAD BEEN OF SUCH MAGNITUDE AS 

TO REINFORCE ARAB SUSPICIONS THAT THEY ARE BEING "BOMBED 

TO GENEVA" WHERE THEY WOULD BE EXPECTED TO CAPITULATE. 

7. IN TAKING LEAVE, I AGAIN URGED I BE BRIEFED ON ASSAD-PLO 

NOV 10 MEETING AS IT BOREON SHTAURA AND CROSS BORDER INCIDENTS. 
MURPHY 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BOMBING, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, AIR EXERCISES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 11 -Nov-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977DAMASC07019 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D77041 7-0752 
Format: TEL 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19771 171/aaaacigx.tel 

Line Count: 116 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 9c530c1d-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 77 STATE 269545, 77 JERUSALEM 1825 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29-Jul-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

SAS ID: 630302 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SOUTH LEBANON 

TAGS: PFOR, MOPS, LE, IS, US, SY, PLO 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9c530c1d-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



